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An Appeal for Community Goodwill and Favouurablle 
Public I lations 
The Vice -Chancellor, J. D. STORY, I.S.O. 
In opening the Fifth Annual Vacation School for 
External Students the Vice -Chancellor, Mr. J. D. Story, 
said that he intended to depart from the orthodox and 
to talk to them not as external students of the University 
but as citizens and colleagues and to discuss with them 
the administrative -financial side of the University rather 
than discourse on academic matters. Besides, of 
academic subjects, a feast awaited them. 
The Department of External Studies could be regarded 
as the Department of External Affairs of the University; 
they were envoys of that Department in their centres; 
and as envoys they could become gospellers and preach 
in their districts the gospel of goodwill towards the 
University and of moral and material support for it. 
He hoped that their experiences of the next few days 
would assure them that they would be able to do so with 
confidence. He would try to make his points simply and 
tersely. 
The estimated income of the University for the year 
1953 was £806,081. Expressed in terms of percentages, 
it was estimated that that amount would come from the 
following sources:- 
State Government . . 
Commonwealth Government 
Fees . . 
Examinations .. 
Miscellaneous .. 
Interest from Benefactions for General 
Purposes .. . . 2 
Experience demonstrated convincingly that, in future, 
the bulk of the finance for overall running expenses of 
Universities, as apart from funds for special purposes, 
must come from State and Commonwealth governmental 
sources. 
Mr. Story said that he would support that statement 
with the following concrete particulars: In 1948 the 
Senate of the Queensland University propounded a plan 
of future expansion; it issued a comprehensive, informa- 
tive, and attractive brochure outlining the plan and 
urging public financial support; it also made direct 
contacts with various representative groups; the result 
in hard cash was not exhilarating. In 1950, the Univer- 
sity of Sydney launched a Centenary appeal for more 
funds for that University, spread over the ensuing three 
years; the fund had been closed after raising £244,000, 
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including an anonymous donation of £100,000 which is 
to be used for the building of a new chemistry school; 
included also in the £244,000 were sums earmarked for 
special purposes, leaving £44,000 for general purposes; 
at 5 per cent. £44,000 would yield £2,200 per annum, 
which would hardly cover the salary of one professor; 
but £2,200 a year for books would go a good way, and 
£44,000 would buy a lot of smaller type of equipment. 
In the pamphlet prepared and issued by the Australian 
Vice -Chancellors' Committee on behalf of the Australian 
Universities, it was stated that whereas in 1939 endow- 
ment income represented 17.4 per cent. of University 
revenue recent estimates suggest that now only approxi- 
mately 5 per cent. is derived from that source. It was a 
noteworthy fact, also, that the Australian National Uni- 
versity is financed by the Commonwealth Government. 
Within the last twelve months, on the principle of 
try, try, try again, the Senate of the University had 
developed a new line of approach to Governments and 
the Community as a whole. By modern methods and 
direct contacts the Senate was carrying on an intensive 
campaign to try to gain and to hold goodwill extending 
from pupil and parent to parliamentarian; it was also 
striving hard to strengthen Public Relations. The 
University could not prosper and expand without 
adequate finance ; goodwill and favourable public 
relations could be very strong aids in the obtaining of 
Finance. 
To assist in advancing its crusade, the Senate has had 
prepared a film of University life and work to give to 
the people, particularly to those in the country, a 
realistic idea of what the University is doing; to establish 
that the Institution is an essential part of the Educa- 
tional set-up, that there is great merit in the claim that 
there should be a fair and reasonable allocation of public 
funds for University purposes. By its latest methods 
the Senate was trying also to convince the Community 
that the University is worthy of its moral and material 
support; such support could take the form of funds for 
research, equipment, books, fellowships, prizes, and a 
miscellany of things which do not fall within the category 
of running expenses. 
It has been said of Australia-Populate or 
Perish; it may be said of her Universities-Finance 
or Fail. But Australia will not perish: her Univer- 
sities must not be permitted to fail. 
September, 1953 
Deputy -Chancellor's Address-Graduation Ceremony 
The University will shortly be 
sending a representative on a wide- 
spread tour of the country towns in 
Queensland to place before the people 
a picture of the work the University 
is doing, and, tonight, it seems 
appropriate to me that I should put 
before you what the community owes 
to the University. 
Whenever the University appeals 
for funds, the retort obvious seems 
to be " it is the Government's busi- 
ness." I realize clearly that in these 
days of high taxation most people 
have little money left for giving, but 
we all pride ourselves on being a 
democracy and, if this pride be not 
empty, surely it should be our 
concern to support worthy objects 
and not to make a mockery of our 
democracy by suggesting that every- 
thing is the concern of the Govern- 
ment. Though in recent years there 
have been large contributions from 
the Federal Government, the State 
Government has always been the 
mainstay of the University. 
Many people regard the University 
as a place where the youth of the 
State is taught and fitted to earn a 
living, and, to a certain extent, this 
picture is true. But I wonder how 
many of you, whether your interests 
be professional, pastoral or agri- 
cultural, realize the enormous part 
the University has played and is 
playing in your prosperity. This 
magnificent building of St. Lucia is 
an appropriate place to start our 
survey. Prior to the establishment of 
the School of Geology, the beautiful 
building stones of Queensland were 
far too little used. The Town Hall, 
the University itself at St. Lucia, the 
Bank of New South \Vales, to mention 
only a few buildings, are built of 
beautiful sand stone and so-called 
granite: these are the fruits of 
University selection and testing of 
the building stones of Queensland. 
Our School of Engineering has played 
an important part in this testing and 
also in a more humble, but no less 
important matter, the testing of 
stone for use as road metal. This 
scientific selection of superior sources 
means a continuous and large saving 
OTTO HIRSCHFELD, M.B., B.S., M.Sc. 
in upkeep in a State so dependent on 
transport. The last two bridges built 
across the Brisbane River --Grey 
Street and the Story-impress them- 
selves on us, but how many of us 
linked them with engineering 
graduates of our University ? Pro- 
fessor Hawken was Chairman of the 
Cross River Commission which pro- 
duced a report which has become a 
model text in all countries. Various 
engineering departments are doing 
an enormous amount of testing of all 
types of material for industry. 
Let us now consider the Depart- 
ment of Biology. Too many of us 
now forget that thirty years ago 
millions of acres of what is to -day 
first-class wheat and grazing land 
was then completely covered by 
prickly pear ; it was a Commission, 
of which Professor Harvey Johnston 
was Chairman, that was responsible 
for the introduction of the cacto- 
blastis and cochineal insects which 
have completely wiped out the pear 
and made this huge area available 
for settlement. Another biologist, 
Professor Goddard, as head of a 
Committee, was responsible for the 
control of Bunchy -top, a disease 
which threatened to destroy the 
banana industry. Professor Richards 
and the Department of Geology have 
performed work of great and lasting 
benefit in Queensland; I might 
mention the use of coral mined in 
Moreton Bay for use in the manu- 
facture of cement, the work done on 
water sheds which has been invalu- 
able to the pastoral industry, and 
the seismographical station which 
has brought world wide notice to the 
University. If we consider the pro- 
duction of food both for man and his 
animals, there is the great Queens- 
land sugar industry which, we may 
note in passing, sets many an 
example to the whole world. The 
cane grower is paid not for the 
amount of sugar cane he grows, but 
for the sugar content of that cane. 
Many of our graduates have played a 
part in the determination of that 
sugar content; others have investi- 
gated the best types of cane to grow 
and have bred new types suitable to 
our climate. Years ago the sugar 
industry was threatened with extinc- 
tion by disease, by declining soil 
fertility, and by inadequate process- 
ing techniques. Three of our own 
graduates were sent overseas for 
training and experience. On their 
return, as a direct result of their 
experimental work and recommenda- 
tions, the diseases were almost 
entirely eliminated, the soil fertility 
was placed on a sound basis, and 
milling practice was virtually revolu- 
tionized. The declining industry was 
lifted to first place in our primary 
production and thriving communities 
developed in strategic areas. And for 
more years than he probably cares 
to remember, our Chancellor has 
played a vital part in this industry. 
The Faculty of Medicine has also 
had its part. Keenly observant 
general practitioners have seen that 
there was a distinctive group of dis- 
eases which they labelled Coastal 
Fever, and investigation of these 
diseases, using our own graduates in 
the field work, has been carried on 
by the Queensland Institute of 
Medical Research. This work has 
enabled scrub areas to be opened up 
for cultivation without the dreaded 
occurrence of leptospirosis and the 
rickettsial diseases. 
The Physiology Department has 
done a great and necessary amount 
of research work on the reaction 
both of man and of domestic animals 
to hot atmospheres. In this work 
few of our medical students have 
escaped being experimental guinea 
pigs. One of our graduates, the first 
to obtain his M.D. in this University, 
obtained it for a thesis on this work; 
he became Professor of Physiology 
at Singapore. 
The School of Social and Tropical 
Medicine has also been concerned in 
the investigation of the problems of 
disease in the cane fields and the 
problem of malaria. The Senior 
Lecturer in Entomology did valuable 
war service in training hygiene 
groups on mosquito control. 
In this primary producing State 
of Queensland, Horticulture and 
Agriculture are of the greatest 
importance. Few of us realize that 
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there are some hundred of our 
graduates in the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock to deal with 
the diverse crop and livestock 
problems in this great State. In most 
country towns, centres of pastoral or 
agricultural districts, there is an 
expert to whom producers can turn 
for advice on the problems of disease 
in stock, disease in plants, and for 
advice on soil deficiencies and the 
improvement of the soil. Chemists, 
Plant Physiologists, Pathologists, 
and Entomologists have all been 
concerned in the wiping out of 
agricultural diseases. 
The Veterinary School is concerned 
with these problems of disease in 
animals, with all the problems of 
animal husbandry, with the improve- 
ment of our beef cattle, of our dairy 
cattle and of our sheep, and the 
problem of the types of animal most 
suited to our diverse climates. The 
introduction of phenothiazine, a 
powerful vermifuge, into the live 
stock industry by one of our 
graduates has made an enormous 
contribution to animal health. 
The School of Chemistry, since its 
very early days, has been concerned 
with applied chemistry. In the 
1914-18 world war, our University 
was then only four years old, the 
School sent a relatively large number 
of men, including the first Professor 
of Chemistry, to assist in the 
munitions factories in England. The 
Steele Cup, which is competed for in 
the sporting events at this Univer- 
sity, was presented to Professor 
Steele as a mark of appreciation of 
his work. 
Professor Bagster did work on food 
preservation from which arose the 
artificial ripening of fruit which plays 
such a large part in modern market- 
ing, particularly bananas. 
The Physics Department is now 
engaged in Radium research and is a 
vital link in the service which 
Queensland's excellent Radium 
Institute gives in the treatment of 
Cancer. 
So far, almost all these contribu- 
tions are the result of research work 
frequently unheralded, always un- 
advertised, but they make up no 
mean achievement and an achieve- 
ment for which all classes of the 
community owe a debt of gratitude 
to the University. If the belief that 
a University is just a place to teach 
competent graduates were true, how 
much of this work would have been 
accomplished ? 
Few of us realize the gradual but 
far-reaching strides education has 
made in the last forty years. The 
increasing number of High Schools, 
quite apart from the other secondary 
schools, are staffed by graduates of 
our University. Country areas which 
were always crying out for medical 
and dental attention now have 
doctors and dentists trained in our 
University. The hospitals of Queens- 
land have our annual output of 
doctors to draw upon, and many of 
our young graduates have gone 
abroad to gain distinctions in exami- 
nations for higher degrees, thereby 
bringing credit to themselves and to 
our young Schools which gave them 
their basic training. 
Apart from the large number of 
our graduates on the teaching staff 
of this University, we have given a 
Professor of Engineering to West 
Australia, a Professor of Zoology to 
Melbourne, a Professor of Chemistry 
to Adelaide, and one of our early 
graduates holds a Chair in the United 
States. The Professor of Zoology in 
Melbourne is the first of our 
graduates to become a Fellow of the 
Royal Society. The head of the 
University College at Canberra is 
also a graduate of this University. 
I put this solid mass of achieve- 
ment before you and can unhesitat- 
ingly say that our University has 
played a great part in the progress 
and prosperity of Queensland: I will 
even say that it has given more than 
it has received and I feel that it is 
up to some of the beneficiaries of the 
University's hidden good deeds to 
help the University in the future. 
In conclusion I wish to congratu- 
late all the young men and women 
who have taken their degrees tonight. 
They have to carry on a great 
tradition which has been built up in 
the short forty-five years of the life 
of this University: they will do it 
worthily. I wish them all well in 
their future. 
Ambassac or's Message 
Texte du message adresse aux professeurs de francais du Queensland par Son Excellence l'Ambassadeur de France 
en Australie (Monsieur Louis Roche). 
J'avais appris avec un vif inter& 
Fintention des professeurs de francais 
du Queensland de consacrer trois 
jours de leurs vacances a comparer, 
en commun, les methodes d'un 
enseignement que la plupart d'entre 
eux sont destines ensuite a poursuivre 
dans la solitude des campagnes ou 
l'isolement des villes australiennes. 
Vous sachant reunis aujourd'hui 
a Brisbane, je suis heureux de vous 
adresser les vceux sinceres que je 
forme pour le succes de cette con- 
ference. Quand je considere la 
difficulte de votre metier je ne crois 
pas qu'il soit excessif de parler 
d' "apostolat" et je suis surpris de 
vous savoir aussi nombreux. Ouvrir 
de jeunes esprits aux beautes d'une 
langue qui doit leur paraitre si 
lointaine, si irreelle, n'est certes pas 
une besogne aisee. Votre curiosite 
de la langue francaise, l'application 
de vos eleves m'apparaissent, dans 
ces conditions, comme revetues d'une 
signification toute particuliere. Elles 
semblent denoter une sympathie 
inspiree par la France elle-meme. 
Cette sympathie, j'ai eu maintes 
occasions d'en recueillir les temoigna- 
ges depuis que je suis ici. Partout 
ou je vais, meme dans les endroits 
les plus solitaires de 1' " outback", 
les attentions dont mon pays est 
l'objet me touchent profondement. 
Mais it ne s'agit pas simplement de 
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l'amitie qui rapproche deux peuples 
epris de liberte et qui ont combattu 
cote a cote dans deux longues ct 
cruelles guerres. que je tiens 
surtout a vous dire aujourd'hui, 
c'est ce sentiment, fois d'etonne- 
ment et de lierte, que j'aprouve 
chaque fois qu'il m'ust donne de 
constater l'interet que suscite notre 
culture, a 18.00 kills. de chez nous. 
Beaucoup plus d'Australiens que 
nous ne lc l t nsons connaissent admi- 
rablemoit notre langue. N'osant se 
risquer aux :antes que nous 
n'hesiterions pas a commettre quand 
nous commencons a parka- une langue 
etrangere, teL de vos ministres, de 
vos I onctionnaires, de vos hommes 
d'affaires, de vos agriculteurs que jc 
connais, ont le culte de notre littera- 
ture ; leers bibliotheques contiennent 
les auteurs francais les plus 
judicieusement choisis. 
Ceci est votre oeuvre et colic de 
vos predecesseurs. Elle fait honneur 
Some Aspects of the 
a l'Australie, qui n'est pas favorisee 
sur le plan des relations inter- 
nationales puisqu'elle n'a pas de 
voisins; l'enseignement des langues 
etrangeres lui permet de lutter contre 
l'isolement dont elle souffre. 11 lui 
permet d'acquerir la connaissance de 
pays lointains avec lesquels elle a des 
affinites, de sortir de soi, de decouvrir 
d'autres mondes. Les Australiens 
qui savent le francais peuvent a la 
fois goiter les ceuvres litteraires qui 
font notre orgueil et suivre la vie 
scientifique de notre pays, car la 
France n'est pas settlement une 
nation d'hommes de lettres et 
d'artistes, mais aussi de savants et 
de techniciens. A cet egard, dans le 
monde moderne on les techniques 
jouent un role si important, la langue 
francaise, en plus de ses ressources 
litteraires, presente pour ceux qui 
Font apprise un inter& pratique 
considerable. 
Je nc saurais trop vous foliciter de 
votre initiative. Vous avez compris, 
comme le dit Paul Valery, que " la 
syntaxe est une faculte de Fame . . ." 
qu' "on a trop reduit la connaissance 
de la langue a la simple memoire . ." 
ct que "c'est la manoeuvre du 
langage qui importe, l'enchainement 
des actes, l'acquisition de l'indepen- 
dance des mouvements de l'esprit." 
Vous avez choisi d'enseigner a vos 
cloves que leur esprit, pour citer 
encore Paul Valery, " s'enrichit de 
differences bien plus que de ressources 
positives importees." C'est cela qui 
donne a votre enseignement toute sa 
valeur. 
En terminant ce message, je tiens 
a vous renouveler l'expression de ma 
sympathie et a vous assurer de 
l'appui que je serai toujours heureux 
de vous apporter. 
Louis Roche, 
Ambassadeur de France. 
reliminary Year in French Universities 
A report made to the third biennial congress of the Australasian Universities Modern Language Association, 
held at Adelaide, 24th -28th August, 1953). 
By J. C. MAHONEY, M.A., B.Li.tt (Oxon)., Chief Lecturer in French. 
In all countries the transition 
between secondary and tertiary 
education raises problems that are 
difficult to solve. The solution 
adopted in France in 1949 for 
students entering the Faculty of 
Arts is therefore worthy of study, 
especially as its implications are not 
merely pedagogic, but economic and 
social as well. The problem that 
faces us in Queensland is not exactly 
the same. Here attention has been 
called to the consequences of increas- 
ing specialisation beginning as early 
as the intermediate stage of secon- 
dary schooling and the need to 
strengthen the general preliminary 
education of those who will enter the 
technical and professional faculties. 
In France, on the other hand, loyalty 
to the humanities is stoutly main- 
tained and the training of secondary 
school children remains strongly 
developed on the literary, linguistic 
and philosophical sides, whatever is 
to be the orientation of their later 
studies. (This is reflected, for in- 
stance, in the subjects offered for the 
philosophical dissertation at a recent 
baccalaureat examination (corre- 
sponding to the Senior Public) for 
candidates on the mathematical and 
technical side :--- 
. Is there a determinism in 
sociology ? 
2. Is the plurality of sciences com- 
patible with the unity of science ? 
3. What conclusions may be drawn 
from the continual changes in 
scientific theories ?) 
It is only after the baccalaureat 
examination that students enter 
upon one or two years of more 
specialised training in their prepara- 
tion for the competitive entrance 
examinations to one or other of the 
professional schools --- the grandes 
ecoles: such as Normale Superieure 
(for teachers), Polytechnique or 
Centrale (for engineers), Saint -Cyr 
(for the army). 
Despite these differences between 
the French and Australian systems, 
it is interesting for us to examine the 
intentions and methods of the courses 
that now serve as an introduction to 
the Faculties of Arts in all French 
universities under the title of Cours 
Propecleutiques (Greek " propaideia," 
preliminary education). The problem 
of completing the secondary educa- 
tion of students seeking to enter the 
university had long been under dis- 
cussion in France. The fields of 
knowledge are ever widening: in the 
midst of increasingly intense speciali- 
sation, the need of a higher general 
culture becomes more insistent. 
Under the German occupation from 
1940 onwards, French educationists 
drew up plans for reforms that might 
be put into effect after the liberation. 
In 1949, upon recommendations 
made by the Langevin commission, 
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the " propedeutic year " was 
instituted. The name is rarely heard: 
most people prefer to speak of the 
C.E.L.G. (Certificat d'Etudes 
teraires Generates). With very few 
exemptions, this certificate must 
first be obtained before students can 
proceed to the courses leading to the 
Licence es Lettres, the first Arts 
degree. Thus, between the end of 
secondary school studies (with the 
passing of the baccalaureat) and the 
beginning of the degree course in 
Arts, there has been introduced a 
compulsory year of general literary 
studies, either classical or modern. 
This additional year of study was 
not introduced either because there 
was any noticeable decline in the 
standard of matriculated students, or 
because the -re was any intention of 
restricting the flow of students into 
over -crowded universities. French 
educational standards were restored 
very rapidly after the end of the 
war, and it is generally agreed that 
the quality of students entering the 
universities has not deteriorated. 
There were certainly, during and 
immediately after the war, conditions 
most unsettling to young people. 
This general disorganisation con- 
tributed, no doubt, to the faulty 
orientation of some students. Thus, 
between 1949 and 1952, the univer- 
sities found among students in the 
preliminary year of literary studies, 
noticeable numbers who had taken 
their diploma of bachelier on the 
mathematical and technical side or 
even who had begun a science course 
and withdrawn from it. This is felt 
to be a passing phase, declining with 
the return of more normal conditions. 
The preliminary university year, 
therefore, was not instituted to check 
a supposed falling off in educational 
standards, or to impose discipline on 
wayward youth. 
Neither was it devised to limit the 
number of students entering degree 
courses. The examiners for the 
C.E.L.G. receive, of course, no direc- 
tion to allow only a restricted per- 
centage of candidates to pass. The 
preliminary year is not intended to 
prevent students from going on with 
their university studies, but rather 
to give them the training they still 
need to fit them to pursue higher 
studies effectively. No student who 
is, or who can he made competent, 
will be turned away from the univer- 
sity. In fact it is only after two years 
of preliminary studies and four 
unsuccessful attempts to obtain the 
certificate that an unsatisfactory 
student is finally rejected. Of one 
group of three thousand five hundred 
students who entered the course, for 
example, barely one hundred were 
finally found, two years later, facing 
their fourth and last chance. 
This preliminary year, long since 
discussed and proposed, is but one of 
the elements of a general reform of 
education in France. The Faculties 
of Science and of Medicine, indeed, 
already had a similar system --the 
introductory year of M.P.C. (Mathe- 
matics, Physics, Chemistry) for 
Science, and of P.C.B. (Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology) for Medicine. 
That is to say, specialised concmtra- 
tion on scientific and professional 
subjects is made after, not during, 
secondary education, which therefore 
keeps its traditional French balance 
between literary and scientific studies. 
The Faculty of Law, however (which 
in Paris is numerically the strongest 
faculty) has not introduced a pre- 
liminary course for its students. 
It should be noted that, for nearly 
a century, there has been in several 
Parisian and provincial lycies a class 
known as the Upper First. (Classes 
in French secondary schools are 
numbered upwards from Sixth to 
First.) This Premiere Superieure is 
designed to prepare candidates for 
the entrance examinations to 
teachers' training colleges but, by 
long tradition, it attracts also to 
literary studies many of the most 
brilliant boys and girls, even those 
who are not destined for the teaching 
profession. Classes of this type con- 
tinue in the schools of all university 
towns even after the establishment 
of the preliminary year at the 
university itself. Their students can 
sit for the same examination as those 
who have followed the "propedeutic" 
course at the university. In general, 
too, success at the competitive 
entrance examination for one of the 
grandes ecoles, gives direct entrance 
to the degree course. 
A student therefore has two alter- 
natives in making his final prepara- 
tion to enter the Faculty of Arts 
--- either he may continue at school 
for one or two more years in the 
Upper First, or he may enter the 
preliminary year at the university. 
In both cases (unless he has had two 
years' study in the Upper First) he 
must obtain the Certificate of General 
Literary Studies before beginning the 
degree course itself. 
A student who chooses to take this 
preliminary year at the university 
must hold the diploma of bachelier. 
The opening of these courses has 
attracted to the Faculties of Arts 
large numbers of earnest students 
who, for financial or other reasons, 
would never have remained at school 
for an additional one to two years in 
the Upper First. Most of these are 
earning their own living: many of 
them are primary school teachers or 
business employees ; not a few are 
taking other courses at the sam 
time-in law, medicine or pharmacy. 
Many of those who enrol have passed 
the normal age of university students. 
Married women attend the courses. 
There are a good many foreigners 
and, with the tacit permission of the 
authorities, a certain number of 
"unofficial" listeners. Thus it will be 
seen that the "propedeutic" year 
has not superseded the Upper First : 
both have the same end in view but 
approach it by different means. 
At the university the course is 
organised in the most flexible possible 
way, with the greatest insistence on 
practical work. For this purpose, 
classes are limited to fifty, or, if 
possible, as few as thirty students. 
Not more than twelve hours of class 
work per week are required, so that 
the student has ample opportunity 
for private study or, if necessary, for 
part-time work at his occupation. 
Moreover, especially in the case of 
teachers, it is possible so to arrange 
the time -table that attendance at the 
university is required for part of the 
week only. 
During the preliminary year a 
student works in three branches of 
literary studies -- essay -writing 
(which is compulsory) and two 
others which he chooses according 
to the course of study he proposes to 
follow for his degree. The student 
and his tutors are allowed the utmost 
freedom in methods of approach. 
The tutors are mainly assistant - 
lecturers in the university or teachers 
from secondary schools. Very rarely 
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does a senior member of the univer- 
sity staff give instruction to students 
in their preliminary year, but each 
branch of studies is under the 
guidance of a professor. 
The courses are planned, not at 
building up factual knowledge for 
the students, but at developing the 
qualities of a cultivated mind. No 
syllabus is laid down, except in 
History and Geography, which are 
optional subjects. The topics to be 
discussed are often chosen so as to 
touch a number of related fields. 
The aim of the courses is to forge 
" working tools "-knowledge and 
capabilities that will serve a univer- 
sity student, whatever his branch of 
studies. 
The annual examination reflects 
this aim. It includes three papers -- 
of which one, the French essay, is 
compulsory and carries as many 
marks as the other two combined. 
In the essay, a candidate has a 
choice of literary, or philosophical, or 
historical subjects and his work is 
submitted to two groups of examiners 
so that both form and content are 
fully weighed. The other two papers 
are taken, according to the candi- 
date's choice, from among: Latin 
sight translation, Greek sight trans- 
lation, translation into or from 
a modern language, History or 
Geography. Certain combinations of 
choice are not acceptable : for in- 
stance, a candidate may not offer 
translation into and translation from 
the same modern language; and a 
candidate who does not offer either 
Greek or Latin must do translation 
into a modern language. All of these 
papers seek to test, not breadth of 
factual knowledge, but qualities of 
mind based on sound literary and 
linguistic studies. 
Generally speaking, at the first 
examination period (in June), about 
55 per cent. of the candidates pass -- 
including almost all those presented 
by the Upper First classes in the 
schools. (At first glance, this might 
seem to argue that pre -university 
instruction is most effectively given 
in advanced classes in the schools 
themselves. To conclude thus would 
be to overlook the specially high 
quality of the students who are 
drawn to the Upper First). About 
half of those who fail have gained an 
average mark of over 35 per cent. 
These may come forward again at the 
second examination period (in 
October). --when about half of them 
satisfy the examiners. Thus, alto- 
gether, a little more than two-thirds 
of the candidates complete the year 
at their first attempt. Most of the 
others repeat the course in the 
following year. 
Among the mass of students enter- 
ing the " propedeutic " year, univer- 
sity tutors distinguish three broad 
categories: 
(1) at the head, a number (perhaps 
between 10 and 20 per cent.) who 
already have, or who rapidly acquire 
the grasp of method and the know- 
ledge necessary to take their degree 
courses. Many of these good students 
are already teachers. 
(2) at the tail, an equal, or even a 
slightly larger number of abnormally 
weak students, completely lacking in 
method. Some of these have received 
their secondary education in unsatis- 
factory conditions and seem capable 
of improvement. 
(3) the main body of students, not 
lacking in intelligence, or knowledge, 
or intellectual curiosity, but showing 
a want of confidence in dealing with 
the problems met with in university 
study. 
To these students the preparatory 
year offers, first, guidance, then an 
opportunity to widen their general 
culture before undertaking a more 
specialised course, but above all 
training in methods of work at 
university level. This training is 
given within the university and 
under the control of the faculty, but 
it is not part of the university 
course: it is a necessary preliminary 
to entering upon the course itself. 
Since this scheme has not yet been 
in operation for five years, it is a 
little early to form judgments upon 
it. At the outset it was not welcomed 
by students. In. France, as in any 
other country, the institution of 
another examination is not likely to 
be hailed with joy by those who will 
have to pass it. From another point 
of view, the schools feared they might 
lose their most brilliant advanced 
pupils. These objections were not 
long sustained. There are two others 
which continue to be made: 
(a) the " propedeutic " year adds 
another year to a student's course; 
(b) the idea of " general education " 
which it proposes is vague. As the 
system becomes better understood, 
the second of these loses its force. 
The first objection is true as a state- 
ment, but even before the introduc- 
tion of the compulsory preliminary 
year, very few candidates succeeded 
in satisfying the requirements for a 
licence within two years of entering 
the university. Thus, for most 
students there is no actual lengthen- 
ing of the course if, before presenting 
themselves for certificates which may 
be difficult to obtain at the first 
attempt, they spend a year in acquir- 
ing basic knowledge and methods of 
study. 
Already French universities are 
noticing a reduced percentage of 
failures in the annual degree exami- 
nations: students are more thoroughly 
prepared and lecturers know their 
students better. These students now 
include many who, but for this new 
introduction to university studies, 
would not have begun them, or 
resumed them after an initial failure. 
Others who were uncertain of their 
true bent are guided in their choice 
of subjects by this preliminary year. 
A possible extension of the pre- 
paratory course has been proposed 
in view of the fact that, in our day, 
the chief outlet for arts graduates is 
the teaching profession. It has been 
suggested, therefore, that, during 
their " propedeutic " year, students 
in small groups might for a few weeks 
take part in the work of a school- 
seeing from the teacher's side the life 
they have just left as pupils. At 
present, many people become teachers 
because they have taken an arts 
degree. It would be more logical to 
guide into the Faculty of Arts 
students who have, for sound reasons, 
already acquired a taste for teaching. 
In Great Britain, although there is 
discussion of the problems arising in 
the selection of undergraduates, there 
is no concrete proposal for the estab- 
lishment of a pre -university year. 
At a conference of university teachers 
in Oxford last year, the comment 
was made: "Where would the year's 
work be done ? The universities 
have neither the buildings nor the 
teaching staff to undertake it." These 
are problems which France has 
already solved. 
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Geo raphical Walkabout 
R. H. GREENWOOD, M.A., F.R.G.S., Senior Lecturer in Geography 
There is an old saying that truth 
lies at the bottom of a deep well. 
The geographer has his share in the 
search for truth in his analysis of the 
pattern of human activity through- 
out the world and of the varying 
reactions of human groups to differ- 
ing physical settings, and although 
his researches will no doubt lead him 
ultimately to the secluded probing of 
the allegorical well he has a lengthy 
preliminary period in which must be 
gathered the raw materials for his 
contemplation, and these are scattered 
over great tracts of country and of 
sea. Less, perhaps, than any other 
academician, can the geographer who 
wishes to be a successful teacher or 
an original contributor to his science 
afford to spend most of his working 
hours in his study, his library, or his 
laboratory. He must investigate 
constantly and at first hand the 
physical configuration, the produc- 
tive activities and the developmental 
problems of the land and the people 
that are his study. If he is allowed 
the privilege of having his head in 
the clouds, his feet must also be 
firmly planted on the ground, for his 
privilege of theorizing is largely 
dependent upon his capacity to 
travel, to apply his trained powers of 
observation and landscape -analysis, 
and to obtain information from and 
discuss implications with the pro- 
ducer, the administrator and the 
distributor. 
It is for reasons of this kind that 
the geographer's susceptibility to 
" going bush " periodically has be- 
come proverbial, though he is by no 
means unique in this respect, enjoy- 
ing the company of geologists, 
botanists and agriculturalists, to 
mention only some of his fellow 
field -workers. 
These geographical "walkabouts" 
serve several purposes. In addition 
to their importance in connection 
with research and their value in 
ensuring realistic teaching, there is 
the need to instruct undergraduate 
students in field techniques. There 
is also the less tangible but no less 
important consideration of main- 
tenance of goodwill and close relations 
with the community of rural Queens- 
land. I have found it hard to over- 
estimate the genuine interest and 
pleasure that many country people 
feel when they see the university's 
practical concern with country affairs 
and development. One is reminded 
of two occasions during the past year 
when the appearance in small coun- 
try towns of the utility truck bearing 
the university's crest has prompted 
immediate and cordial inquiries from 
the manager of a gold mine and the 
operator of a country milk -run. 
It is the purpose of this article to 
sketch briefly the country activities 
of the Department of Geography 
during the last twelve months, and 
it is convenient to summarize the 
material under three heads: 
(1) Research. My own work can 
he described technically as a survey 
of the occupance and distribution 
patterns in the south-east of the 
State-- -the Downs, Burnett, Dawson 
and Mary Valley regions and the 
near -metropolitan coastal region. 
These regions are being studied in 
turn from three points of view: 
(i) an interpretation of the landscape 
by a general land -use survey, observ- 
ing relationships between land use 
variations and soil types, climatic, 
political, historical and other in- 
fluences; (ii) an economic -geographic 
survey investigating the uses to 
which the primary production is put 
---where it is processed and where it 
is consumed: these lead to (iii) an 
analysis of regional developmental 
trends and inter -relationships and of 
anomalies in the productive and 
distributional patterns. Stated thus 
baldly, the reader may perhaps gain 
the impression that the work is 
basically an agricultural study, but 
this is far from the case. Rather the 
aim is to create a composite picture 
of the overall development of each 
region --rural and urban, agricultural 
and industrial; to compare the 
causes and effects of differential 
development in different regions; to 
compare actual with economically 
potential production; and to under-, 
and underlying causes of changes 
in the production and distribution 
patterns. In essence, it is a study 
of space relationships and chain 
reactions. For instance, the pheno- 
menally rapid recent growth of 
Brisbane has created a corresponding 
increase in the area from which fluid 
milk is being drawn, and this in turn 
is affecting the regional pattern of 
butter and bacon production. On the 
other hand, increased production of 
potatoes in the South Moreton region 
is mainly a response to growing 
demand and higher prices in Sydney, 
while the bulk of Brisbane's needs 
are being met by Tasmanian supplies. 
Many secondary industries, too, are 
developing --- and flourishing - in 
Brisbane and other Queensland cities 
because of the high cost of inter- 
state transport. Indeed, it may be 
true to say that the penalty rates 
awarded to transport workers, the 
excessive taxes payable by road 
transport operators and the system 
of employment of waterfront labour 
are the most potent factors in secur- 
ing industrial dispersal throughout 
Australia. The study is a most 
interesting one and it is hoped that 
much of the material that has been 
gathered will he presented in written 
papers in the near future. 
Mr. Tweedie's research project is 
a study of various aspects of the 
moisture deficiency problems of 
northern Australia. Basically the 
work will be an attempt to assess the 
effectiveness of precipitation or the 
amount by which it falls short of the 
water need within the area, and from 
this to analyse the significance of 
these deficiencies in contributing to 
differences in the landscape complex. 
Using modifications of the Thronth- 
waite design evapotranspirometer, 
Mr. Tweedie hopes to obtain a direct 
measure of the water need from a 
selected network of recording stations. 
The principle of the evapotranspiro- 
meter is relatively simple. Soil, kept 
saturated by the addition of a fixed 
amount of water daily, is contained 
in a tank from which the surplus 
moisture (due to rainfall or excessive 
irrigation) is led into an overflow 
tank and measured. The difference 
between this amount and the amount 
of moisture added is a measure of the 
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moisture lost by evaporation and 
transpiration. The requirements of 
the daily attention to reading and 
servicing has restricted the choice of 
sites to those areas where voluntary 
staffs are available. Initially it was 
intended that a battery of instru- 
ments, installed in conjunction with 
the Climatological Station to be 
established by the Department of 
Geography at St. Lucia, would 
provide experience in installation 
and recording techniques which 
would be of value in establishing the 
remainder of the network. Delays in 
the preparation of the site of the 
St. Lucia station have meant some 
modification of the initial plan, and 
despite some disadvantages in the 
altered routine, a start has been 
made on the establishment of the 
network by the installation of a 
modified instrument at Wrotham 
Park in north Queensland. Two 
others one at Ayr, the other at 
Bundaberg-are to be installed in 
September of this year. Later instal- 
lations at Cairns and Rockhampton 
should, with the St. Lucia records, 
give a reasonable traverse of Coastal 
Queensland. Of the three instru- 
ments to be installed at St. Lucia as 
soon as the site is levelled, one is 
intended to give a standard reading 
and two others will provide material 
for experiment in the water losses 
from a variety of natural surfaces. 
In the nature of things, a long 
consistent record must be compiled 
before any worthwhile conclusions 
can be reached, but an investigation 
of the water needs of different parts 
of the State should he of practical 
assistance in the increased develop- 
ment of irrigation techniques in 
agriculture. They will also offer the 
opportunity of testing the validity of 
the empirical formulae which have 
been devised in the past for assessing 
rainfall effectiveness from the known 
climatic record as well as the con- 
clusions that have been drawn from 
these. 
An active research programme 
is vital to advanced teaching in 
any university department. Mr. 
Tweedie's research will not only 
provide information of possible value 
to the development of Australia and 
other tropical areas, but also give 
some realism to a course on 
climatology at present offered to 
third year students. Research and 
teaching will be combined in the 
installation, maintenance and con- 
trolled experiment at the university 
Climatological Station. 
(2) Field instruction for 
students. The amount of field 
work instruction that can be given 
to undergraduate students by a 
staff of two who are also responsible 
for a complete three year lecture and 
laboratory course is naturally limited, 
but we are very conscious of the 
need for training students in the 
practical examination of geographical 
material and the study of problems 
in varied regional settings. One of 
the worst sins that a Department of 
Geography can commit is to turn out 
"armchair geographers" who will 
write and argue glibly about the 
"dead heart," the "empty north," 
the "vast untapped coal reserves," 
or the "half -tilled salad bowl" of the 
State, without ever having visited 
let alone made an adequate field 
study of the areas they invest 
with their abominable cliches. And, 
although one is reluctant to admit it, 
the local geographical knowledge of 
most first -year students is nothing 
short of deplorable as regards both 
its accuracy and its adequacy. 
As an integral part of the courses, 
therefore, students are taken --by 
train, special bus or car-into the 
countryside and also into the city, 
one of the most complex and 
the most extraordinary of man's 
creations. 
For first year students we cannot 
do more than demonstrate the salient 
features of the geographical plan -- 
physical and economic --of the coun- 
try within 100 miles of Brisbane, and 
familiarize them with rock types, soil 
profiles, plant associations, urban 
structures, production localisation, 
and so on. Second year students, 
however, are allotted a short series 
of field -projects, associated with the 
lecture programme and dealing with 
city, suburban and rural landscape 
analyses. It is just -as important for 
the undergraduate to appreciate the 
significance of the location and 
character of city establishments, and 
the function and competitive 
character of suburban commercial 
development as it is for them to plot 
rural land use patterns and deter- 
mine their causes and consequences. 
This leads to the comprehensive 
survey of a small region in the near - 
Brisbane area in the third year. 
There is no doubt that this kind 
of work is as much appreciated by 
students as it is of value to them 
subsequently in a number of com- 
mercial and professional fields. Nor 
will it be forgotten that some of our 
geography graduates will become 
school teachers and will have the 
responsibility of instructing their 
pupils in local as well as world 
geography. For the practical study 
of places and people should begin in 
Grade I of the Primary School and 
he developed right through the school 
curriculum. How can the pupil really 
benefit from geographical teaching if 
he can recite the exports of Peru and 
yet remain untrained in the inter- 
pretation of the character and 
activities of his home area ? 
(3) Meetings with teachers at 
country centres. Between the 18th 
and 26th May, meetings with secon- 
dary school teachers of geography 
were arranged at three country 
centres- -Rockhampton, Townsville 
and Cairns. Some might perhaps 
regard this venture as yet another 
case of "Muhammed going to the 
mountain" and wonder why univer- 
sity staff should travel 2,500 miles 
to meet and speak with a compara- 
tively small body of teachers. The 
justification of the experiment -- 
which I believe was successful was 
threefold: it enabled Mr. Tweedie 
and myself to meet a greater number 
of teachers than would have been 
possible at a Brisbane meeting, it 
enabled us to see something of the 
widely differing conditions under 
which geography is taught (an experi- 
ence of substantial value to a 
university lecturer in Geography 
Teaching Methods in schools), and 
it enabled us to sample the territory 
at the disposal of schools for their 
own field studies and to comment 
and advise upon it. This last point 
is especially important, yet there is 
still a tendency for some teachers to 
feel that modern geography teaching 
is a purely theoretical study, divorced 
from reality. And how many times 
does the Examiner of Junior pupils 
read that "Brisbane is constantly 
influenced by Trade Winds," that 
"Central Queensland is treeless," or 
that "the Great Dividing Range 
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forms a barrier to movement in 
Central Queensland." Geographical 
misconceptions of this sort unfortu- 
nately indicate that pupil's eyes 
(and perhaps the teacher's eyes, too) 
are too often focussed upon books 
and not often enough focussed upon 
landscapes and human activities in 
the local region. 
The Department of Public Instruc- 
tion had arranged accommodation 
for the meetings, each of which 
lasted for two days, in the respective 
State High Schools, and for travelling 
expenses to be paid to State School 
teachers attending from places up to 
about 200 miles distant from each 
centre. The timing of the meetings 
was so arranged that the teachers 
travelled either to or from the centres 
over the week -end, thus reducing the 
time of their absence from classes. 
Attendance at these meetings was 
good, considering the limited number 
of high schools in the areas served. 
Practically all State High and Inter- 
mediate Schools and the great 
majority of Church and Grammar 
Schools north of Bundaherg were 
represented. 
The talks and discussions were met 
with genuine interest and apprecia- 
tion indeed the co-operation of the 
Department of Public Instruction, of 
principals and of teachers very 
sensibly lightened our task. The 
display of books, maps and periodicals 
that was arranged at each centre 
was welcomed in view of the cautious 
policy of booksellers in regard to 
speculative buying of educational 
and cultural hooks, and the dis- 
cussions about the presentation of 
Senior material were particularly 
worthwhile in view of the general 
lack of geographical training at this 
level that has existed in Queensland 
in the past. However, young Queens- 
land graduates with the recently 
established Diploma of Education 
have been appointed to an astonish- 
ingly wide range of schools and 
many of these are proving successful 
geography masters and mistresses. 
A series of public lectures was also 
given at Rockhampton, Cairns, 
Atherton and lnnisfail in association 
with the meetings with teachers. 
It scarcely needs to be stressed 
that these country visits for 
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research, for student instruction or 
for other purposes which form an 
integral part of the normal work of 
an orthodox Geography Department, 
as they do of a number of other 
university departments --are even 
more expensive of time than they 
are of money, and this is a factor 
that geographers must consider when 
planning staff requirements. It also 
presents problems for " young " 
departments with small staffs in 
that, simply for lack of time and 
assistance, their members constantly 
have to sacrifice field instruction to 
class room teaching, to strike a fine 
balance between their own field work 
and the time they can spare for 
writing up their findings, to make a 
choice between time spent on 
improving the department's equip- 
ment, teaching aids and library 
collection and developing courses as 
far as the specialist qualifications of 
staff allows. It is hoped that 
problems of this nature will be short- 
term ones only at the University of 
Queensland. In any event, the 
university cannot afford to employ, 
or to train, armchair geographers. 
Disabled Persons 
By H. CRAWFORD, M.B., B.S., F.R.A.C.S. 
The need for a properly organised 
scheme for the rehabilitation of 
persons disabled by sickness or 
accident received a great deal of 
attention as the result of the second 
world war. 
In the U.S.A., a very comprehen- 
sive report called the "Baruch 
Report " was prepared, and the 
Government of Great Britain in 1943 
set up a Committee to consider the 
rehabilitation and resettlement of 
disabled persons. The points of 
reference were :- 
-- 
1. The rehabilitation and train- 
ing of; and 
Securing satisfactory employ- 
ment for disabled persons of 
all categories. 
In this "Tomlinson's Report," the 
ancillary services required for medical 
rehabilitation were given as: 
1. Physiotherapist. 
2. Occupational Therapist. 
3. Physical Recreationist or 
Physical Educationist. 
4. Social Service Worker. 
This is the team of workers recog- 
nised in the army and in all post-war 
centres set up in Great Britain and 
in the U.S.A. 
The Commonwealth Government 
has followed this plan in the army, 
repatriation, and centres to deal with 
invalid pensioners. We regret that 
in Queensland we do not have 
rehabilitation centres attached to our 
hospitals and public institutions. 
The University of Queensland has 
done a great deal by setting up 
courses of study of a very high 
standard for the training of Physio- 
therapists, Physical Educationists, 
and more recently, Occupational 
Therapists, but we regret that, so 
far, it has not been possible to 
inaugurate the course in Social 
Studies: we have to depend on 
training in other States. 
Our efforts towards rehabilitation 
of the disabled will not advance very 
far until such time as we have a 
course of studies in Social Services at 
the University. This course has been 
under consideration for many years 
and could be implemented at very 
short notice: let us hope in 1954. 
Here, I would like briefly to 
discuss Occupational Therapy and 
the events leading up to the course 
of training at the Queensland Univer- 
sity. Occupational Therapy is most 
essential in the general scheme of 
rehabilitation. 
In explanation of the scope of 
Occupational Therapy, I would like 
to quote the report of the sub- 
committee on Occupational Therapy 
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which was included in the Baruch 
Report:- -- 
"Occupational Therapy provides 
a definite program for the treat- 
ment of a patient, in which some 
mental or physical activity is 
scientifically applied under medical 
supervision for the purpose of 
overcoming functional disability, 
improving morale, and re-estab- 
lishing the patient's capacity for 
military service or civilian useful- 
ness. This form of treatment 
proved its merit during world 
War I, and has made great progress 
since then. Its programs of 
avocational and prevocational 
activities are divided into: 
(1) _Functional occupational 
therapy in which a graded 
program of activity is em- 
ployed, the goal of which is 
the maximal restoration of 
physical and mental function. 
It is based on the premise 
that personal effort on the 
part of the patient for actual 
use of a disabled part is 
necessary for return of func- 
tion. 
(2) Diversional occupational 
therapy which seeks to direct 
the patient's thought away 
from himself and his dis- 
abilities and through active 
participation in useful 
activity aims to arouse his 
interest, courage and confi- 
dence, thus improving his 
morale and promoting his 
general physical well-being. 
(3) Prevocational therapy com- 
prising prescribed work or 
work processes planned to 
prepare a patient for return 
to his former employment or 
for vocational education." 
Occupational Therapy does not 
use passive means, but is an active 
approach towards the treatment of 
physical and mental disorders by 
exercises within the occupational 
range. By varying positions and 
means by which these activities are 
carried out, different positions and 
movements can be administered to 
the limbs and trunk. Some activities 
have more mental than physical 
effect. 
Thus, we have the following activi- 
ties that are included in the Syllabus: 
Woodwork, Pottery, Book- 
binding, Weaving, Basketry, 
Leatherwork (including plait- 
ing), Cord -knotting, Tapestry, 
Rug -making, Glove -making, 
etc. 
The students become efficient in 
the techniques and are taught the 
physical and mental effects. They 
also receive instruction in the effect 
of these different occupational 
exercises on the various diseased 
and disordered conditions of the 
body. Thus, they become a most 
important member in the rehabilita- 
tion team. 
In 1928, the first move was made 
towards commencing training in 
Physiotherapy in Queensland. A let- 
ter was forwarded from the Brisbane 
Hospital, through the Board of Reg- 
istration. The Diploma course was 
commenced in 1938. 
In 1944, the teaching of Occupa- 
tional Therapy first came up for 
discussion at a meeting of the Board 
of Studies in Physiotherapy, when 
details of subjects within the course 
were being discussed. The matter of 
introduction of extra subjects, such 
as Occupational Therapy, Physical 
Education, X-ray technique, and 
Laboratory work was considered. 
It was agreed that a basic know- 
ledge, especially in the case of 
Occupational Therapy, was desir- 
able, but that the teaching of 
Physiotherapy should not be preju- 
diced, or the studies overloaded by 
the introduction of specialised teach- 
ing in these subjects. 
It was suggested that the basic 
subjects given during the course 
should he supplemented by post- 
graduate studies, leading up to 
diplomas or certificates in special 
subjects, such as Occupational 
Therapy, X-ray, etc. 
On 16th October, 1945, it was 
agreed: - 
1. That a post -graduate course 
in Occupational Therapy of 
one year's duration for 
Physiotherapy students be 
set up within the University. 
2. That, at the end of the 
course, a Diploma in Occupa- 
tional Therapy be granted. 
(In Sydney, the training of students 
in Occupational Therapy was com- 
menced in 1942 on the basis of six 
months' post -graduate work for 
Physiotherapy graduates and under- 
graduate work of fifteen months for 
selected students. It is now an 
undergraduate course of two and 
a half years.) 
Owing to inability to obtain a 
suitable Instructor, either in Aus- 
tralia or abroad, the matter lapsed 
for some time. There was also diffi- 
culty in obtaining facilities for 
practical work. In 1947, the Com- 
monwealth Government, through the 
Department of Social Services, made 
available its Rehabilitation Centre : 
this arrangement still holds. In 1944 
the training in the techniques was 
included in the Diploma Course in 
Physiotherapy. This was given by 
the Red Cross and the Technical 
College, hut included no clinical 
work: it was not remedial but 
diversional. Eventually in 1947 it 
was agreed that the matter of train- 
ing in Occupational Therapy be 
referred to the Committee appointed 
to deal with the proposed Degree 
Course in Physiotherapy. 
After much consideration and dis- 
cussion, this Degree Course was 
commenced, and in 1952 a highly 
qualified teacher in Occupational 
Therapy, Mrs. Philcox, was appointed. 
Before taking this position, Mrs. 
Philcox was in charge of the Sydney 
School of Occupational Therapy. 
We are now in the third year of 
the Degree Course of studies in 
Physiotherapy, and next year look 
forward to the first graduates in the 
Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Physiotherapy, which will include 
the Diploma in Occupational Therapy. 
Queensland and the University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesberg, 
are the only two universities within 
the British Commonwealth of Nations 
to have a Degree Course in Physio- 
therapy. Toronto University grants 
a combined Diploma of Physiotherapy 
and Occupational Therapy. Queens- 
land is alone in that the Diploma in 
Occupational Therapy is included in 
a Degree Course in Physiotherapy. 
Recently, the University of Israel 
has made full enquiries from us, 
and next year hopes to commence a 
course modelled on ours. 
What has caused us some concern 
is the lack of facilities for the clinical 
work in Occupational Therapy at the 
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Brisbane Hospitals. We hope at the 
new South Brisbane Acute Hospital 
such provision will be made and, as 
space becomes available, also at the 
Brisbane Hospital where, at present, 
handicrafts as a diversional project 
are carried out by the Red Cross. 
In the meantime, use will have to be 
made of the Commonwealth Rehabili- 
tation Centre, the Repatriation 
Hospital, and other Centres, such as 
the Spastic Centre, where Occupa- 
tional Therapists are employed. 
In conclusion, the setting up of 
these different courses of studies 
within the University that are so 
essential in "Rehabilitation" has 
been worked out on a major plan. 
There have been certain delays, which 
probably were inevitable. 
When the Course in Social Studies 
commences, the plan will be complete 
as regards the part played by the 
University. 
It is now the responsibility of the 
State to provide facilities, where the 
disabled may have the benefit of 
expert medical rehabilitation, and 
also where the students may be able 
to have clinical training, which is so 
essential in their work. 
Vacation School of French 
12th, 13th, 14th August, 1953 
During the second week of August 
a Vacation School of French was held 
at St. Lucia. This was the first 
occasion on which such a course had 
been offered within the University. 
Its object was to provide refresher 
training for teachers of French and 
to afford an opportunity for dis- 
cussion of the aims and methods of 
teaching French in Queensland. 
Almost one hundred teachers from 
all parts of Queensland, representing 
twenty metropolitan and thirty 
country schools, assembled for the 
course. At the opening session, for 
which the chair was taken by the 
Acting -President of the Professorial 
Board (Professor W. M. Kyle), the 
teachers were welcomed by the Vice - 
Chancellor (Mr. J. D. Story) and 
then heard a message addressed to 
them by His Excellency the 
Ambassador for France in Australia 
(Monsieur Louis Roche). The mess- 
age was read by Monsieur Antoine 
Denat, and is published in this 
gazette. 
The first morning was devoted to a 
discussion on the Teaching of French 
in Queensland, to which fourteen 
teachers contributed after the subject 
had been introduced by papers given 
by the Chief Lecturer in French 
("What should we teach ? ") and by 
the Lecturer in Method of Modern 
Languages, Mr. H. B. Beresford 
("How should we teach French ? "). 
In the afternoon practical classes 
began, with separate groups for 
Pronunciation, Intonation, Conversa- 
tion, and Voice Recording and 
Analysis. These were held under the 
direction of members of the Depart- 
ment of French and the Lecturer in 
Phonetics (Mr. G. R. Cochrane), and 
were continued on each day of the 
course. 
Miss Campbell -Brown read a paper 
on " Living French in the Class- 
room," and the first day's proceed- 
ings ended with a survey of French 
literature in the Twentieth Century, 
given in French by Monsieur Antoine 
Denat. 
Throughout the course a display of 
French posters (in colour and in 
black -and -white) was made in the 
University Art Gallery, and, with 
the co-operation of publishing houses 
and schools, an exhibition of books 
and teaching aids was arranged so 
that teachers had access to it between. 
sessions. 
On the second day, Mr. Beresford 
made an analysis of the Oral Method, 
which was followed by discussion. 
Miss Campbell -Brown, with a group 
of girls chosen from three schools, 
gave a demonstration of the prepara- 
tion for a wireless broadcast lesson 
and the taking of that lesson. The 
French broadcast to schools was not 
on the programmes of Queensland 
stations for that day but, by the 
courtesy of the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission and Messrs. 
Trackson Brothers, special arrange- 
ments were made for it to be received 
at St. Lucia. In the last session of 
the day a French documentary film 
("Cher Vieux Paris") was shown. 
The third day began with the 
customary practical classes. Then 
the Chief Lecturer in French, dis- 
cussed the problem of translating 
from English into French. In the 
next two sessions, Mr. Beresford 
demonstrated visual and aural aids 
in the teaching of French. Question 
time followed and the school was 
brought to a close with "France 
Eternelle," a talk illustrated by 
colour photographs taken in France 
in 1952. 
The Director -General of Public 
Instruction offered material encou- 
ragement to the school by consenting 
to meet the cost of railway travel for 
French teachers attending the course 
from departmental schools. His 
action was very much appreciated 
by the teachers concerned and by the 
directing staff of the vacation school. 
During the course the teachers 
were entertained at morning and 
afternoon tea. In these intervals 
they exchanged ideas and continued 
discussions begun in the lecture - 
rooms. The University Departments 
of French and of Education, respon- 
sible for directing the school, drew 
great encouragement from the num- 
bers who enrolled for it, and especially 
from the close attention given to all 
aspects of the course by those attend- 
ing (who included young graduates 
following the course of teacher 
training within the University). At 
the end of three days which passed 
very rapidly, the directing staff felt 
that this first Vacation School of 
French had played some part in 
drawing more closely together the 
schools and the University, and the 
teachers unanimously asked that 
such a course be held annually. 
. C., M 
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"While Nero Fiddled and Vespasian Scraped" 
An illustrated lecture given by 
Professor G. C. Cooper at the City 
Hall towards the end of June " made 
history " in more than one sense. 
The lecture was so well received 
that the City Hall was not only 
crowded to capacity ----for an illu- 
strated lecture there are about 1,600 
seats --but the overflow was accom- 
modated and the lecture was 
repeated the following evening to an 
even more crowded house, 2,000 
people packing themselves enthusi- 
astically into the building. This was 
a tribute to Professor Cooper, whose 
intimate knowledge of his subject 
was aided by the entertaining way 
in which he dealt with it. 
It " made history," moreover, by 
recalling vividly the actual time of 
the burial of Pompeii by the great 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 
A.D., restoring from the dust and 
ashes of that great catastrophe the 
lives and personalities of the ordinary 
people of a second -grade city in the 
days of the Emperors Nero and 
Vespasian. As the lecturer, with light 
but sure touch, portrayed the streets, 
the shops, the houses, the furniture, 
the wall paintings, and the scribbled 
notes on doorways, columns, par- 
titions, and side walls, one was 
impressed with the unchanged re- 
actions of humanity over the cen- 
turies. Many of the incidents and 
many of the occasions could be 
brought 1900 years down the slope 
of time, and could fit as easily into 
the everyday life of to -day as they 
did into that of their own remote 
and foreign era. The lecture con- 
cluded with an intriguing discussion 
on a recently discovered wall inscrip- 
tion at Pompeii, now recognised to 
be a Christian cryptogram, and pro- 
viding surprising links with the 
Apostle Paul and the Book of 
Revelations. 
The lecture was, of course, origin- 
ally intended for students of Latin 
and Ancient History at all stages, 
but was popularised to appeal to the 
interest of the general public. It was 
an extension of the idea originated 
last year with "History in the 
Round," an illustrated lecture given 
SIR RAPHAEL, CII-ENTO 
in the Concert Hall of All Hallows 
Convent. On that occasion, the 
response was such that it was neces- 
sary to repeat the lecture, the hall 
being filled to capacity, with an 
attendance of between 400 and 450 
on each occasion. As a matter of 
fact, requests were received from 
three other organisations for the 
lecture to be repeated. This year's 
lecture, like its predecessor, was 
intended to bring the University 
into closer relationship with the 
community winch it serves, and to 
indicate something of the contribu- 
tion which classical studies can make 
towards an understanding and a 
solution of the problems of modern 
living. With some trepidation, the 
City Hall, which has an optimum 
seating capacity of 1,600 as men- 
tioned above, was pre-empted, 
but three weeks before the lecture 
there were already more than 2,300 
acceptances, and this despite the 
fact that the lecture was not publicly 
advertised. In the event, nearly 
4,000 people heard Professor Cooper, 
with deep appreciation and benefit. 
Apart from his capacity as a public 
lecturer, part of his appeal arose 
from the fact that for two years he 
was actually engaged in archxological 
investigations in Italy, and one had 
the feeling that he presented his 
material with the fondness of one 
whose interest in the actual work 
had developed into an affection for 
every ruin, every mosaic, almost 
every stone. 
To_a considerable extent, also, the 
success of the lecture depended upon 
the excellent practical arrangements 
made by the staff and students of the 
Department of Classics. The en- 
thusiasm of these assistants, with 
generous help on the technical side 
from the Departments of Mechanical. 
Engineering and Anatomy, served to 
make these lectures a memorable 
occasion. It is not perhaps too much 
to hope that the advantage thus 
gained will not be sacrificed by too 
long a delay in its pursuit. The 
Brisbane public is often regarded as 
apathetic and uninterested in the 
work of the University, or in the 
subjects that it teaches; it is often 
considered that the University is 
somewhat outside the range of the 
" man in the street." Any such idea 
was completely dissolved by a glance 
from the rostrum at the eager and 
interested faces of the audiences. 
Obviously the way to link up the 
University with the public through 
the medium of the occasional lecture 
is a matter of selection of subject 
and presentation. In both respects, 
Professor Cooper's lecture excelled. 
On the first occasion- -June 22nd 
----the Chair was taken by Mr. H. G. 
Watkin, Director -General of Educa- 
tion in Queensland, and Archbishop 
Duhig voiced the appreciation of all 
present in his vote of thanks. On 
the second evening- June 23rd-the 
Chair was taken by Sir Raphael 
Cilento, and an eloquent vote of 
thanks was moved by Archbishop 
O'Donnell. 
It was interesting and significant 
to note the generous treatment given 
the lecture by the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission, both in their 
news sessions and their news review. 
ACADEMIC VACANCIES Queensland 
Lecturer in Education Salary : 
Lecturer (Grade I), A895/A1,020 
per annum; Lecturer (Grade II), 
LA750/LA875 per annum, plus cost 
of living allowance. 
Lecturer in Physics-Salary: 
Lecturer (Grade I), A895/A1,020 
per annum; Lecturer (Grade _II), 
LA750/LA875 per annum, plus cost 
of living allowance. 
Lecturer in Surveying-Salary: 
Chief Lecturer, £A1,250/LA1,450 per 
annum, or Senior Lecturer, LA1,050/ 
LA1,250 per annum, plus cost of 
living allowance. 
Applications by September 26, 
1953. 
Lecturer (Grade II) in German 
--Salary : LA750/LA875 per annum, 
plus cost of living allowance. 
September, 1953 13 
Ntr eld Foundation Dominion Travelling Fellows .nips 
AWARDS TO AUSTRALIAN GRADUATES 
The Nuffield Foundation will con- 
tinue in 1954 its scheme of offering a 
number of Travelling Fellowships to 
Australian graduates. Seven awards 
will be available including. 
Two Fellowships in Medicine; 
Two Fellowships in the Natural 
Sciences; 
One Fellowship in the Humanities; 
One Fellowship in the Social 
Sciences. 
The purpose of the Fellowships is 
to enable Australian graduates of 
outstanding ability to gain experi- 
ence and training in the United 
Kingdom in their chosen fields, and 
to make contact there with scholars 
working in those fields, with a view 
to the Fellows equipping themselves 
to take up senior posts in research 
and teaching in Australia. 
The Fellowships are intended for 
men or women of first-rate intellectual 
and personal qualities, who have 
already shown unusual capacity to 
advance knowledge and teaching in 
one of the fields concerned. Candi- 
dates must be Australian nationals, 
normally between the ages of 25 and 
35 years, and must be University 
graduates holding, preferably, a 
Master's or Doctor's degree, and 
having subsequently had a year or 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL 
STUDIES 
Annual Vacation School for 1953. 
The Annual Vacation School of 
the Department of External. Studies 
for 1953 was declared open by the 
Vice -Chancellor, Mr. J. D. Story, on 
Tuesday, August 11th. The School 
was held over a period of six days. 
The enrolment of one hundred and 
thirty-eight students was only 
slightly less than the record number 
at the 1952 School, despite a decrease 
in overall External enrolments. Of 
the students at the School, about 
one -quarter took advantage of the 
opportunity to live in one of the 
University colleges. 
more of teaching or research experi- 
ence on the staff of a University or 
comparable institution. 
A Fellowship will normally be 
tenable for one year, but in excep- 
tional cases may be extended for a 
further period of a few months. The 
Fellowship will provide for return 
travelling expenses of a Fellow 
between his home residence and the 
United Kingdom and, if he is married, 
similar expenses for his wife : an 
adequate allowance will be made for 
the Fellow's living and travelling 
expenses in the United Kingdom and 
for his academic fees, books and 
other incidental expenses, as well as 
a personal allowance. The total 
value of an award, including all 
travelling expenses, varies with the 
needs and family responsibilities of 
the holder, but will in no case be 
less than £900. 
A Fellow will be expected to 
resume residence in Australia on the 
completion of the Fellowship. 
Except with the express permission 
of the Trustees of the Foundation, a 
Fellow may not hold any other 
award concurrently with the Fellow- 
ship. 
A Fellow will be required to carry 
out, at centres approved by the 
The usual intensive programme of 
lectures, seminars and tutorials was 
arranged, students taking part in 
some one hundred and seventy 
classes in fourteen subjects. Most of 
the teaching was undertaken by 
members of the External Studies 
staff, but students also had the 
opportunity of hearing lectures from 
members of the internal teaching 
staff. 
The guest speaker at the Vacation 
School Dinner was the Director - 
General of Education, Mr. H. G. 
Watkin. Also at the Dinner, as 
guests of the Department, were 
fourteen of the forty-six External 
students who received degrees at the 
Trustees of the Foundation, a pro- 
gramme of research work and train- 
ing, similarly approved. Other work, 
paid or unpaid, may not be under- 
taken without the permission of the 
Trustees. During the tenure of the 
Fellowship a Fellow will not normally 
be permitted to prepare specifically 
for, or to take, examinations for 
higher degrees or diplomas awarded 
by bodies in the United Kingdom. 
A Fellow will be required to submit 
to the Trustees, at the end of the 
Fellowship, a report on his work 
during the Fellowship. 
Should the Trustees at any time 
find that a Fellow neglects or has 
neglected the obligations of the 
appointment, they shall have power 
immediately to terminate the Fellow- 
ship. 
The Fellowships will be awarded 
by the Trustees of the Foundation 
on the recommendation of its 
Advisory Committee in Australia. 
Applications for Fellowships to 
begin in 1954 should be submitted 
not later than 1st November, 1953, 
to the Secretary, Nuffield Founda- 
tion Australian Advisory Committee, 
c/o The Australian National Univer- 
sity, Canberra, A.C.T., from whom 
copies of the application form may 
be obtained. 
recent Commemoration Ceremony. 
A donation of 0.0 to the Thomas 
Thatcher Memorial Library was 
handed to the Director of External 
Studies on behalf of students attend- 
ing the School. 
Mr. W. R. Lane returned to the 
Department of Economics in August, 
1953, after spending two years' study 
leave at the University of Cambridge. 
He was a member of Clare College, 
where he studied under the super- 
vision of the English economist, 
W. B. Reddaway. At the end of his 
stay he took the Cambridge B.A. 
degree. 
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The Senate granted affiliation to 
Cromwell College on June 29, 1950. 
Exactly three years later, on June 29, 
1953, building operations began on 
the college site. It is expected that 
the present building programme will 
be fulfilled by June, 1954. When the 
first residents enter Cromwell their 
community will constitute the first 
Congregational college affiliated with 
a University within the British 
Commonwealth. 
The three years lying between the 
college's affiliation with the Univer- 
sity and the beginning of building 
operations have been marked by 
strenuous service on the part of the 
Board of Governors. The major 
activity has been the collection of a 
fund to allow the erection of suitable 
buildings. The fund was established 
upon the foundation of generous 
initial gifts offered to the Queensland 
Congregational College, a non-resi- 
dential theological college which, 
from 1908, has given training to 
candidates for the Christian ministry 
among the Congregational churches. 
The fund has now reached a total of 
L76,500; the theological college, 
which will be incorporated in Crom- 
well College as its Theological Hall, 
will contribute assets of approxi- 
mately £8,000. With the State 
Government's for £ grant on 
building costs, the erection of the 
buildings is now possible. A contract 
has been signed with J. Hutchinson 
& Sons for £101,740. 
The Governors faced early diffi- 
culties when they learned that no 
site was available for the college 
within the University grounds. They 
embarked on a protracted search for 
suitable land situated as near as 
possible to the University buildings, 
and soon learned that the acquisition 
of acres in the residential suburb of 
St. Lucia was no easy matter. At 
last they were able to purchase 32 
acres of elevated land west of the 
University grounds and slightly 
nearer the main buildings of the 
University than the sites allotted to 
the older colleges. The land has now 
been transferred to the Senate and 
forms part of the University domain. 
On September 8, 1951, in the presence 
Cromwell Colle (6) C 
REV. G. LINDSAY LOCKLEY, M.A., B.D. 
of representatives of the State Gov- 
ernment, the University, the older 
University colleges, and the Congre- 
gational churches of Queensland, a 
ceremony of dedication was held and 
the site was set apart for the pur- 
poses of a residential college for 
University men. 
A. H. Conrad and T. B. F. Gargett 
were appointed architects to the 
college, and they incorporated in 
their plans suggestions generously 
offered by older established colleges 
throughout Australia. On May 24, 
1952, advantage was taken of the 
presence in Brisbane of Congre- 
gationalists gathered from every 
State for the Biennial Assembly of 
the Congregational Union of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, and the 
foundation stone of the college was 
set in place by the Rev. J. Harold 
King; Mr. King, chairman of the 
Board of Governors, performed this 
ceremony as President of the Congre- 
gational Union of Australia and New 
Zealand. Goodwill was expressed to 
the college by representatives of the 
State Government, the City of Bris- 
bane, the University (the late A. D. 
McGill attending his last public 
function as Deputy Chancellor), and 
the Congregational churches of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 
The college has been singularly 
fortunate in the men who have 
accepted appointment as Governors. 
They have brought wide and varied 
experience to its service. Under the 
college's constitution the majority of 
them must be members of Congre- 
gational churches and appointed by 
the Queensland Congregational 
Union, but the Board has also 
exercised its power of co-option. 
The present Board consists of : 
K. R. Bishop (Secretary), the Rev. 
H. S. Capern, Professor Gordon 
Greenwood, M.A., Ph.D., V. E. 
Hancock, T. A. Hiley, M.L.A., F.C.A. 
(Aust.), H. M. King, the Rev. J. 
Harold King (Chairman), J. C. 
Larwill, F.C.A. (Aust.), F.C.I.S., the 
Rev. G. L. Lockley, M.A., B.D. 
(Principal), the Rev. E. T. Mont- 
gomery, L.Th., J. K. Murray, B.A., 
B.Sc.Agr., A. W. Nicholls, A.I.A., 
F.F.I.A., N. G. Peacock (Treasurer), 
Assoc. Professor E. C. D. Ringrose, 
B.A., B.Sc., B.Ed. (appointed by 
the Senate), E. W. Savage, F.C.A. 
(Aust.), the Rev. J. F. T. Short, 
D. J. Stalley, B.Econ., the Rev. T. R. 
Thomas, B.A., B.D., H. I. Walker, 
B.A., LL.B., Assoc. Professor F. W. 
Whitehouse, D.Sc., Ph.D., and H. G. 
Wilson, B.A., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P., 
M . R. A .C. P. 
The college buildings, now in 
course of erection, have been designed 
about a central court. The whole 
group will be dominated by the 
chapel. Located by it there will be 
two wings containing studies for 72 
men. The wings will be two -storeyed, 
and each floor will have its own 
"brew -room" and a sun -room provid- 
ing auxiliary common room facilities. 
A recreation room is to be housed in 
a basement under one of the wings. 
The two wings will be linked by a 
block containing the library and a 
lecture room. A third wing will 
contain suites of rooms for a Vice - 
Principal and resident tutors, the 
senior common room, and office 
accommodation. Beneath the end of 
this wing and projecting from it at 
right angles to form another wing, 
the Hall will provide ample room for 
all community activities ; until a 
future extension is made, the Hall 
will be divided to give a temporary 
common room. Against one end of 
the Hall a domestic block will include 
a housekeeper's flat, staff bedrooms, 
lounge and dining -room, kitchen and 
stores; a basement below will house 
laundry facilities and give garage 
space. The Principal's residence will 
complete the group of buildings 
covered by the present contract. All 
the units within the group are to be 
connected by covered ways. At a 
later date, another wing will be built 
containing the permanent common 
room and studies to bring the total 
accommodation up to 120. 
The most recently affiliated of the 
University's eight colleges, Cromwell 
hopes to take its place beside the 
older colleges in making a worthy 
contribution to the life of the Univer- 
sity. It seems probable that it will 
be the first of the colleges to be 
opened for residence at St. Lucia. 
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Country Public Lectures 
For the first time since before the 
war, the Public Lectures Committee 
has this year arranged a series of 
Public Lectures in country centres. 
The full programme is : 
Rockhampton, May 14th --- 
Can Queensland afford the Luxury 
of Brisbane ? Mr. R. Greenwood. 
Cairns, May 26th ---- 
Can Queensland afford the Luxury 
of Brisbane ? Mr. R. Greenwood. 
Atherton, May 28th 
The Empty Spaces of South -East 
Asia. Mr. R. Greenwood. 
Innisfail, June 3rd -- 
The Empty Spaces of South -East 
Asia. Mr. R. Greenwood. 
Toowoomba, June 17th -- 
Atoms at Work. Prof. H. C. 
Webster. 
Gympie, July 6th 
Fifty Years of National Develop- 
ment. Prof. G. Greenwood. 
Maryborough, July 8th 
Fifty Years of National Develop- 
ment. Prof. G. Greenwood. 
Bundaberg, July 7th 
Australia in World Affairs. Prof. 
G. Greenwood. 
Kingaroy, July 9th -- 
Australia in World Affairs. Prof. 
G. Greenwood. 
REFRESHER COURSE IN 
PHYSIOLOGY 
At the request of the Science 
Teachers' Association, a refresher 
course was held in the Physiology 
School on August 19th, 20th and 
21st. The course was planned just to 
review anatomy and histology from 
the functional point of view. The 
cellular basis of function was re- 
emphasised. 
Then physiological studies were 
pursued from germ cells, genetics, 
chromosome behaviour and organisers 
to the developing organism. Living 
snail embryos were used to illustrate 
development and growth. The effects 
of radiations on tissues and on 
embryological processes were dis- 
cussed, and were illustrated by 
radioactive materials detected by 
the Geiger-MUller counter. 
Mackay, August 31st -- 
The Marine Wonders of Queens- 
land. Prof. W. Stephenson. 
Townsville, September 2nd 
The Marine Wonders of Queens- 
land. Prof. W. Stephenson. 
Charters Towers, September 3rd 
The Marine Wonders of Queens- 
land. Prof. W. Stephenson. 
In arranging these series of 
Lectures, the Public Lectures Com- 
mittee has a twofold purpose. It 
seeks firstly to contribute to the 
general cause of education in Queens- 
land, and at the same time to 
strengthen the ties between the 
University and the community. 
The State Board of Adult Educa- 
tion, which has done admirable work 
in the field of adult education during 
the past decade, has succeeded to a 
large part of the functions previously 
discharged by the Public Lectures 
Committee. It is the opinion of the 
Committee, however, that there 
remains a field outside the scope of 
Adult Education, in which the 
University can make a distinctive 
contribution to the intellectual and 
cultural life of the community. 
In sending its lecturers to country 
centres, the Committee feels that the 
resultant profit will not go all one 
After the peculiar features of 
infant and adolescent physiology had 
been considered, adult function was 
reviewed. Fluid distributions to the 
specialised cell colonies of the body 
were illustrated from living capillary 
systems in kidney and lung. 
Metabolic energy turnover was 
measured by manometry of oxygen 
consumption and by direct calori- 
metry on rats, while the enzymatic 
basis of metabolism was illustrated 
using yeasts with simple manometers 
to record their activity. 
Demonstrations of the actions of 
endocrine organs (radioactive iodine 
in the thyroid, and oestrogen stimu- 
lation of uterine growth) were dis- 
cussed as examples of the chemical 
control of rate and time of action 
of body cells. 
way. A University which is out of 
touch with the community in which 
it exists is in danger of losing its 
vitality. Especially is this so with a 
University which seeks to serve a 
community as widespread and diverse 
in interests as does the University of 
Queensland. Thus, it is confidently 
anticipated that the visits of Univer- 
sity lecturers to many of the larger 
cities of Queensland will lead to an 
interchange of ideas, valuable to the 
University and the community alike. 
The response to the Lectures has 
been generally good. In keeping 
with the objects of the Committee, 
lecturers have wherever possible 
taken the opportunity to visit schools 
and other community organizations, 
and all have agreed that the results 
achieved have fully justified the 
renewal of these lecture tours. Some 
of the attendances reported were : 
Toowoomba, 500; Atherton, 80; 
Kingaroy, 70; and Innisfail, 70. 
The local arrangements for the 
lectures were made on behalf of the 
University by the various Local 
Authorities, and in each case the 
respective Mayor or Shire Chairman 
took the chair at the lecture. Much 
of the success of the series is probably 
due to their arrangements, which it is 
hoped can he continued in future. 
A cathode ray oscillograph was 
used to measure nerve and muscle 
activity and human heart and brain 
electrical changes were demonstrated. 
Nerve cells using electrical activity 
were considered as the storage or 
memory system which could initiate 
rapid control of both visceral organs 
and somatic muscles. Human brain 
function at motor, sensory, emotional 
and association levels was discussed. 
The ability of man and animal to 
adapt to environmental change was 
shown by experiments in the hot - 
room, where endocrine, nervous and 
cellular changes were induced in the 
participants in the course. 
There were 36 teachers who 
attended and they gained some fresh 
insight into the orientation and 
methods of modern physiology. 
W.V.M. 
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 
Refresher Course in Electrical 
Engineering. 
A Refresher Course in Electrical 
Engineering was held in the Engineer- 
ing School, George Street, during 
July and August. 
Eight lectures on the general 
subject, "Power System Calculations 
for the Steady State," were given by 
the staff of the Electrical Engineering 
Department. The later lectures 
covered practical applications of the 
theoretical treatment given in the 
earlier lectures. 
About fifty engineers, principally 
from the electrical power industry, 
enrolled for the course and good 
discussions followed each lecture. 
The Faculty feels that such 
courses, the first of which was given 
in 1952, are of considerable value to 
the engineering profession and that 
the link with professional practice is 
strengthened by discussions during 
these courses. The teaching and 
research staff of the Faculty is 
stimulated by the opinions expressed 
in regard to the material included in 
present engineering degree courses 
and by the practical problems 
referred to. These may well suggest 
future lines of research.--S.A.P. 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 
The Department of History and 
Political Science has been fortunate 
in being able to arrange visits by 
three leading authorities on Far 
Eastern Affairs, namely, Nathaniel 
Peffer, Professor of international 
Relations at the University of 
Columbia (N.Y.), W. Macmahon 
Ball, Professor of Political Science in 
the University of Melbourne, and 
C. P. Fitzgerald, Reader in Oriental 
Studies, Australian National Univer- 
sity, Canberra. As visiting Fri'bright 
Lecturer, Professor Peffer has taken 
over the pass and honours courses in 
Pacific History. His lecture pro- 
gramme is concerned with the inter- 
pretation of the contemporary Far 
Eastern scene. During July, Pro- 
fessor Macmahon Ball delivered a 
series of lectures dealing with the 
problems involved in the formulation 
of Foreign Policy. Under the 
auspices of the Australian Institute 
of International Affairs, Professors 
Peffer and Macmahon Ball gave a 
series of public lectures upon "Asia 
in Revolution" and "Australian 
Interests in Asia To -day." During 
September, Mr. C. P. Fitzgerald will 
visit the University to lecture and 
to conduct seminars on the Com- 
munist Revolution in China. 
R.G.N. 
ACADEMIC VACANCIES 
The positions advertised are set 
out below with salary ranges and 
closing dates for lodging applications 
at the relevant institutions. Par- 
ticulars of United Kingdom vacancies 
may be obtained from the Secretary, 
Australian Vice -Chancellors' Com- 
mittee, c/- Australian National 
University, Box 4, G.P.O., Canberra, 
and particulars of most of the other 
vacancies from the Registrar. 
Melbourne salaries include a cost -of - 
living adjustment (at present £246 
per annum) unless otherwise stated. 
Rates given for other vacancies 
include cost -of -living and other 
allowances, and are stated in the 
currency of the country of origin. 
University of Belfast: Chairs of 
Logic and Metaphysics, Geology, 
Botany, Music (L2,000), Novem- 
ber 20. 
University of Malaya: Chair of 
Prosthetic Dentistry (up to £3,920 
stg.), October 31. 
University of Melbourne: Lecturer 
in Bacteriology (L89641,246), 
October 2. 
Senior Lecturer in Psychology 
(L1,246-0,496 or 0,34641,746 
with medical qualifications), 
October 15. 
University of Western Australia: 
Chair of Education (L2,090), 
September 30. 
Scholarships, Fellowships, etc. 
Australian National University: 
Scholarships in the Departments of 
Biochemistry, Experimental Path- 
ology, Medical Chemistry, Micro- 
biology and Physiology in the John 
Curtin School of Medical Research. 
The tenure is for two years, and may 
be extended for a third year. Emolu- 
ments are £624 per annum, plus 
allowances for married scholars with 
dependent children. The closing date 
for applications is September 30. 
The University has been informed, 
through the Ambassador to Australia 
of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
that the Akademischer Austausch- 
dienst (Academic Exchange Bureau) 
in Bonn is offering three scholarships 
to Australian students of German 
for the next academic year. One of 
these is to be available specifically 
for students of Melbourne University 
who have graduated in the School of 
Germanic Languages within the last 
five years. 
The annual value of the scholar- 
ships is 3,000 marks each (approxi- 
mately £300 Australian currency), 
together with the additional advan- 
tages offered in the shape of possible 
remission of University fees and of 
free travel to the University selected, 
from the German border and return. 
Rotary Foundation Fellowships 
for Advanced Study, 1954: Applica- 
tions are invited from graduates 
between the ages of 20 and 29 years, 
who have not previously studied 
abroad, and who wish to do so. 
Further conditions are that the 
applicant must speak fluently the 
language of the country he proposes 
to visit, and undertake to return to 
Australia at the end of a one-year 
term. Fellowships cover cost of the 
return fare, living for one year, and 
limited travel in the country of 
study. 
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